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In letters addressed to Presidents George Bush and Barack Obama, Ralph Nader provides
incisive critiques of more than a decade of American policy decision and indecision. Each letter
offers frank advice and shines light on government mishaps and missed opportunities for
progress. With his signature dry wit, Nader holds these Presidents to their campaign promises.
He also boldly points to the ignoble and sometimes heinous decisions made in pursuit of party
platforms and misguided ideals. Covering a range of still-current topics--including the Iraq war,
torture, the Crimean annexation, the minimum wage, worker's health legislation, and
corporatism--these letters were wholesale ignored on receipt. Here they are reproduced to refute
that fate in the spirit of true and healthy democracy.

"Another triumphant look into the legendary prowess of Ralph Nader. We can’t count on
Washington, but we can always count on Ralph Nader to speak for the rest of us.” —ROSEANN
DEMORO, executive director of National Nurses United “For a half century Ralph Nader has
said what he thinks, written what he believes, and told it like it is—even to presidents. Too bad
they don’t write back. I’d love to know how they’d explain themselves to Ralph, and to the
American people.” —ROBERT B. REICH, chancellor’s professor of public policy, University of
California at Berkeley, and former US secretary of labor “For the ordinary citizen the reading of a
letter from Ralph Nader is an option; for a president of the United States, it is not.” —LEWIS
LAPHAM, founder and editor of Lapham’s Quarterly“Ralph Nader is without a doubt the most
dedicated, fearless, and intelligent citizen crusader America has ever been fortunate enough to
have in our midst. Having spent my own time researching the twentieth-century presidential
archives for All the Presidents’ Bankers, including the plethora of two-way letters between the
most elite and wealthy American bankers to presidents, it is clear that Ralph’s insight and letters
speak on behalf of the vast majority of our nation’s citizens, and theirs do not. It is as shameful of
these presidents to ignore his well-reasoned, fact-based, and population-centric letters and
comments, as it is heroic of Ralph to produce this compilation that holds their denial and silence
to account. Bravo, Ralph!” —NOMI PRINS, author of All the Presidents’ BankersAbout the
AuthorBorn in Connecticut in 1934, RALPH NADER has spent his lifetime challenging
corporations and government agencies to be more accountable to the public. His 1965 book
Unsafe at Any Speed permanently altered the course of a reckless U.S. automobile industry and
made Nader a household name. His lobbying and writing on the food industry helped to ensure
that the food we buy is required to pass strict guidelines before reaching the consumer. One of
Nader’s greatest achievements was his successful lobbying for a 1974 amendment to the
Freedom of Information Act, which gave increased public access to government documents.
Over the years he has co-founded the public interest groups Public Citizen, Critical Mass,



Commercial Alert, and the Center for the Study of Responsive Law. His 2000 presidential
campaign on the Green Party ticket served to broaden the scope of debate on the nation’s
priorities. Named by the Atlantic as one of the hundred most influential figures in American
history, Nader continues to be a relentless advocate for grassroots activism and democratic
change. He lives in Washington, D.C.From the Trade Paperback edition. --This text refers to an
out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
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Dedicated to the U.S. Postal Service, the people who make it work, and those citizens who
have defended its critical role in thousands of communities throughout our country’s history,
starting with Benjamin Franklin!andTo thoughtful writers of letters to their elected representatives.
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IntroductionAs a teenager, I was enthralled by the letters between Thomas Jefferson and John
Adams into their last years, and Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes’s correspondence with scholar
Harold Laski. Many of the letters had a continuity of exchanged thoughts that added up to much
more than the sum of their parts.I have always preferred the ink-and-paper, written letter method
of communicating with elected officials. This method proved fruitful in the heyday of consumer
and environmental activism during the sixties and seventies when many such letters received
media attention and subsequently sparked action. This book contains my letters to Presidents
George W. Bush and Barack Obama, presented in reverse chronological order for each
presidency.The letters in this volume recount missed opportunities by presidents who
increasingly are being preoccupied with fundraising trips, avoidable foreign wars and hostilities,
and ceremonial photo opportunities interspersed with White House gatherings with sports stars
and other celebrities of the moment. Since taking office in 2009, President Obama has attended
over 425 fundraisers with the rich all over the country. Sadly, besides draining time away from
substantive presidential engagements, these events are antithetical to serious civic and political
discourse, and destructive to what Abraham Lincoln called “the public sentiment.” They are just
fancy auctions between candidates and friendly affluent bidders, whose presence cues the
former about what is expected in return. Given how presidents spend their time, it is fair to say
that they misspend much of their time with such pursuits.Imagine the benefits to us all of a
president who empowers the people by mobilizing them to form better, self-reliant communities,
or who pays close attention to the neglected federal civil service and the improved running of
executive departments and agencies.I harbor the hope that sparing some attention for thoughtful
letters would provide presidents with periods of reflection and help them escape from their
tightly programmed schedules. Reading serious letters sent by citizens might induce presidents
to send out thoughtful responses in the form of public feelers for fresh approaches,
recommendations, or timely alerts about important matters. Additionally, reading and responding
to these letters would set an example that would encourage others to share their valued
thoughts and break down the barrier of communication between the White House and the
citizenry. How else can citizens ever hope to communicate with their president on anything other
than a symbolic level? Inaugurating a new tradition of presidential replies can enrich deliberative
democracy by bringing forth otherwise inhibited feedback from people of experience, wisdom
and imagination whose voices otherwise aren’t heard from.I hope readers will find a concrete
example by one citizen in what follows and be encouraged to follow suit.Rhetoric by both
Presidents George W. Bush and Barack Obama would have you think that these presidents
encourage and support citizens sharing their opinions with their commander in chief. However,
once delivered to the White House, my letters to Presidents George W. Bush and Barack
Obama could not penetrate the multi-layered White House bubble. What happens to them upon
arriving at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue is a mystery. I have no idea if anyone reads them, refers
them to other departments and agencies in the executive branch, or puts them in circular files or
warehouses for the archives or presidential libraries. With very few exceptions, I received no



response from anyone on staff, nor even an acknowledgement of receipt. Many others have had
similar experiences, including, at a critical time for our country, the leaders of more than thirteen
diverse national organizations with millions of members such as the National Council of
Churches and national labor, veteran, women, student and business groups. Each organization
independently requested an urgent meeting with the single-minded President Bush shortly
before his invasion of Iraq in 2003. Not one received even the courtesy of an acknowledgement
(see: https://nader.org/iraq-letters).Occasionally, letters from average citizens surface when a
president wants to use them for political spin. Or presidents will mention their interest in citizens’
pleas, as President Obama does when he mentions that he reads ten letters from “the people”
before sleeping every night, to take him out of his self-imposed bubble.As I am involved in many
issues and citizen groups, I frequently wrote to these presidents and hoped for some reaction
from them or even from an assistant. In order to avoid redundancy, I restricted those epistles to
viewpoints not often made and to taboos not often discussed. For example, I sent letters
discussing Israel’s devastation of Lebanon and Gaza while receiving, with knee-jerk
predictability, military, economic and diplomatic support from Washington contrary to federal law
and international treaties.Breaking through this communication bubble using other portals is
nearly impossible. The bubble controls the quality and quantity of presidential news conferences
as well as who is called on among the White House Press Corps, and therefore shapes the
resulting headlines.This disturbing trend of nonresponse and discourtesy to citizens extends to
many cabinet secretaries and agency heads. It is in the self-interest of these federal officials to
give the perception of listening to their constituents by, at the very least, acknowledging receipt
of their letters and e-mails. Yet, it seems that like presidents, cabinet secretaries and agency
heads largely treat paper letters with indifference, as the Securities and Exchange Commission
(SEC) did to knowledgeable writers who for several years repeatedly conveyed in letters to the
SEC the essence of the Madoff scandal. All this spells the degradation of an elementary
relationship between the citizens and their elected officials and those agency heads appointed
by elected officials.The lack of any response at all is astonishing, so I sought to find out if this
uniformity of indifference was policy. I wrote letters asking Presidents Bush and Obama just
about their general policy or guidelines regarding answering letters. No response.The right to
petition your government implies some possibility of learning whether the petition arrived and
whether it will receive notice. Our Founding Fathers would not accept the use of the First
Amendment that only is “crying in the wilderness.”We are in the Information Age. Never before
has there been a greater disparity between sending messages and receiving replies. Such a
failure to respond will diminish the number of people who try to correspond, which was never a
sizable percentage of the citizenry to begin with, and reduce what would have been well-crafted
letters into brief e-mails.Consider the matter from the viewpoint of the president. He receives
hundreds of thousands of letters a year. Staff and volunteers do not do much more than open,
sort and pass along those designated to receive responses from the president and/or staff.
Some letters to presidents are similar, stemming from a letter-writing campaign through



grassroots organizing or AstroTurf campaigns, in the case of commercial interests. These letter-
writing campaigns sometimes simply generate form letters signed by different people. They do
not require substantive responses because these letters were not crafted with any sort of
individual, personal thought; they can simply be tabulated as public opinion on a certain issue.
Then there are the single, individual letters supporting or opposing some major, high-profile
White House decision, such as the auto industry bailout. These might receive a pro forma
specific acknowledgement, as do letters inviting the president to some specific ceremony or
function.Letters on matters of public significance that are collectively signed by notable
scientists, physicians, attorneys, professors or other groups with specific expertise may reach
the president’s personal attention. For example, back in the mid-twentieth century, scientists
signing letters urging proposed nuclear arms controls received wide media coverage and
subsequently did affect White House decisions.A response by the president usually means a
letter signed by a White House staffer. It is rare for the president to sign letters personally, as he
is reported to do for the letters to families of soldiers who have lost their lives in Iraq or
Afghanistan. There is, however, robo-signing of Christmas holiday cards or robo-signatures on
political letters or “first family” photographs to the Party faithful or potential campaign donors.
Amusingly, I have received some such letters addressed to me asking for political
contributions.Sound judgment is needed to determine which letters volunteers and staff should
answer. After all, issue letters vary in their gravity, novelty, accuracy or timely significance.
Nevertheless, a blanket no-response policy is unwise. The White House should not abandon its
role in respecting people who speak their minds in a democratic society woefully characterized
by mass withdrawal and cynicism regarding politics.My motivation to test this bubble had two
goals. First, I sought a substantive response that would result in action, such as greater
presidential attention to global infectious diseases and workplace safety. Second, failing in that
objective, I wanted to document this lack of two-way, substantive communication with anyone
either in the White House or with appointees from executive departments and agencies.During
the Bush years there were two responses from his office. The first response was to a letter I
wrote in May of 2001. I had suggested President Bush’s proposed tax cuts would make it
impossible for the necessary programs to be funded if the budget surpluses were to be
absorbed by tax reductions heavily weighted for the wealthiest citizens and corporations. A form
letter arrived in October of 2001 from the President’s Assistant for Economic Policy. The
assistant replied: “President Bush is committed to defeating international terrorism and providing
the American people with the security they want and deserve. Second, the president is
committed to providing the economic leadership necessary to keep the economy thriving in the
months and years ahead.”I did not expect substantive responses to more than a third of these
letters, including any replies from departments and agencies in lieu of a response from the
Executive Office of the President, but I saw no reason why all of them could not be
acknowledged, as apparently does the Office of the Prime Minister of Canada—a practice that I
pointed out to President Obama in yet another letter that went unanswered. Other than two



letters from First Lady Michelle Obama’s staff—one explaining why President Obama could not
meet with a proposed large assembly near the White House of national civic, charitable and
labor groups and another thanking me for my support of the first lady’s nutrition campaigns—
and a one-page form letter from President Obama in 2010 in response to my letter about the GM
bailout, there were no substantive replies to any of my letters.The second response was to a
letter I wrote on May 8, 2006, to the president asking him to meet with people knowledgeable
about the auto industry apart from the heads of the failing major auto companies. In June of
2006, the Deputy Director of Appointments and Scheduling wrote to tell me the White House
would contact me if President Bush wanted to discuss automotive industry issues. President
Bush’s staff never got back to me about a meeting.As for my letters, some signed with
colleagues, they covered important ground urging action, inaction or the adoption of new
priorities, such as giving a “seat at the table” to labor, consumer, environmental, peace and other
civic groups, instead of just the business and war lobbies. I sent letters on pending legislation,
aggressive wars and military actions without a basis in law, the violation of civil liberties and due
process of law, and convenient facilities enabling consumers to band together. My recurrent
missives dealt with the proliferating privileges and immunities of giant corporations engaged in
corporate crime waves and escaping because of anemic regulatory enforcement budgets. I
chided President Obama when he forgot about specific campaign assurances in 2008 regarding
raising the minimum wage, congressional voting rights for the District of Columbia, addressing
structural problems of poverty, revising NAFTA, corporate tax reform, and importantly, his
repeatedly declared assurance of compliance with our Constitution.My letters expressed a
desire to lift up presidential standards and performances in the general interest of all Americans
and their constitutional sovereignty over artificial entities called corporations. Most of my
entreaties and criticism probably would have been well received by a majority of the citizenry.
Public discussion and media coverage of these letters, which were publically distributed, could
have encouraged more people to engage or at least voice their substantive commentary and
suggestions. But, sadly, the White House reporters, or their colleagues, rarely cover such letters,
no matter how relevant or unique. Once, I wrote to President Obama from the perspective of “a
captured” E. coli, seeking redemption, in a petri dish that made a poignant case that the real
global “terrorists” are deadly bacteria and viruses. The expiring E. coli urged him to push for
greater resources to protect our citizens from possible epidemics. No response. But, I was told
some scientists at the Centers for Disease Control—who could use a larger budget—enjoyed
the approach.I have one final note on the importance of collecting letters written to presidents to
prevent them from disappearing into history. The more leisurely days when exchanges of letters
between writers, illustrious or not, were collected in book form are likely over. Here the Internet
can step in and partially fill this gap. Web sites for unrequited letters could store these letters,
along with pertinent unpublished letters to media outlets such as the New York Times and the
Wall Street Journal. These are, after all, the voices of the people and part of our history.—Ralph
Nader, Washington, DC, January 2015 Publisher’s Note: The letters have been edited for



stylistic consistency, grammar, and accuracy, but the content has not been changed. This
collection contains letters written to President Bush while he was still governor of Texas (October
5, 2000: The Auto Safety Wake-up Call; September 21, 2000: Your Views on Personal Privacy?;
September 11, 2000: Legalize Hemp!). They were included to give further context of the
communication, or lack thereof, by George W. Bush, regardless of his title/position.

Return to Sender Unanswered Letters to the president pdf Return to Sender Unanswered
Letters to the president lyrics Return to Sender Unanswered Letters to the editor Return to
Sender Unanswered Letters to the church Return to Sender Unanswered Letters to words
Return to Sender Unanswered Letters to customers Return to Sender Unanswered Letters
to juliet Return to Sender unanswered prayers Return to Sender unanswered questions Return
to Sender unanswered email return to sender stamp fedex return to sender return to sender
meaning return to sender ups ups return to sender return to sender mail return to sender usps
return to sender lyrics a package marked return to sender return to sender new vegas

The Ralph Nader Reader

http://ebook-download.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/EJBo/OPMw/vlWQz/Return-to-Sender-Unanswered-Letters-to-the-President-2001-2015


JohnPrineforPresident, “Hooray for genuine patriots, not fake ones. This book by American hero
Ralph Nader speaks to important issues on several levels. First, the use of the US Postal
Service, a beloved American institution that has been in the crosshairs of crass oligarchs in the
US Congress for years and those "representatives" have so hobbled this fine institution that the
USPS struggles all the time to survive, in spite of American CITIZENS wanting to preserve and
support it! The vile burden put upon the USPS that no other government or private entity has
ever had to meet has all but bankrupt it and then the "representatives" put the double-whammy
of blaming the USPS for what "Congress" did to them!! Absolutely reprehensible and no
American patriot should let them get away with this, yet another one of their attempts to privatize
everything so they and their oligarch cronies can take their greedy profits. Benjamin Franklin,
founder of the USPS, would spit on them. Second, the non-responsiveness of our government
"representatives" to CITIZENS is just the tangible evidence of their non-accountability and non-
response as "representatives" in general. This should not be tolerated by American citizens.
Where are the protests of ordinary Americans, not rioters, but protesters - demanding that OUR
government paid for by OUR taxes conduct OUR affairs the way WE demand! Third, Ralph
Nader is a hero for so many reasons. He has never given up. Many years ago, when I was
particularly discouraged about things our government was doing, I wrote Nader a letter - and he
wrote back; he kind of chastised me against becoming cynical and apathetic. I took it to heart.
He is a role model for good citizenship. Last, he has been so very wrongly accused of being the
cause of Bush winning the Presidency over Gore. That is absolutely false and has been
promulgated by those who want to undermine a genuine progressive, populist movement. Gore
lost that election, granted with the aid and abetting of Florida, and Governor Jeb Bush, and the
Supreme Court, but it was not Nader's "fault." If anything, it was the disreputable Bill Clinton's
fault as America was sick of his sordid, lewd associations with our government and Gore was
part of his administration. Bush fooled (some) people when he said he would clean up the White
House, and blah blah blah, and people who were sick of the Clintons' never-ending porny soap-
opera went along. What a disaster. Imagine if people had elected Ralph Nader, where we would
be now. Wall Street, the environment, consumer protections, evil wars and invasions - all would
be different now, just as things would have been so different if Jimmy Carter had been elected a
second term. People have another change now and his name is Bernie Sanders. Don't keep
making the same mistakes, voters! No more Clintons and no more Bushes! Put Ralph Nader
and Elizabeth Warren in as advisors and elect Bernie Sanders. Meanwhile, read Ralph Nader's
letters and think THINK about what kind of government we need and want, and think that at very
least, our elected "officials" will respond to voters' letters. When I was a kid, I wrote to Everett
Dirksen - a famous elected official of the time - HE wrote back to me, a kid. Think, people. Read
Nader's book. And support the United States Postal Service and tell Congress to take off the
shackles from the USPS!!”



Lisa36, “MY RALPH NADER COLLECTION. ANYTHING RALPH NADER WRITES - I BUY. He
had too much integrity to be president.He would have been stonewalled at anything he would
have tried to change, implement orjust plain present for consideration.”

Wiliam VERCH-WELDON, “As usual Ralph uses his extensive experience with all aspects .... As
usual Ralph uses his extensive experience with all aspects of government and policy [national
and international] to hit the core of each issue and exposes the lack of responsibility by virtually
all elected officials -- "elected" [bought] by vested interests.”

What's My line?, “Classic Nader  . If you like Ralph or have a friend that never knew about him.”

C. Viau, “better than described. Fast shipping, better than described!”

Patricia Gray, “Public Citizen # one.. So many people think Nader is the cause of the Democrats
losing when Bush was declared President by the Supreme Court....not so! Nader is the best
voice for the people of this nation. Years and years of serving the people, but now the
corporations have taken control. It is good that Nader is still fighting but the rest of us need to
stand up and reject our 'Representatives' . They no way represent us. We need to change this
government and the issues that Nader mentions in this book are still in need of changing---and it
is not going to change as long as we keep voting back the same corporate lackeys we are
inflicted with now.”

Robert C., “True, useful American Hero Ignore.. Another good book written by Ralph Nader. It's
depressing that one of America's most useful people who actually saved Americans live in not
merely ignored, he can't get a letter to the President answered by anyone.”

The book by Ralph Nader has a rating of  5 out of 4.3. 15 people have provided feedback.
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